Fatal Yersinia enterocolitica septicemia complicated by unique hemosiderosis. A case report.
A fatal case of Yersinia enterocolitica septicemia which was complicated by unique hemosiderosis is reported. On admission, the patient had diabetes and showed unusual hyperferritinemia. Postmortem examination revealed that the liver was studied with abscesses, and Yersinia antigen was expressed in foamy macrophages within these abscesses. Moreover, the cadaver showed generalized hemosiderin deposition, which was mainly observed in the liver and, to lesser degrees, in the pancreas, spleen, lymph nodes, brain, thyroid and kidneys. Since there was no apparent cause of the hyperferritinemia and generalized hemosiderosis, consideration was given to possible primary hemochromatosis. However, no liver or pancreatic fibrosis was demonstrated. Kupffer cells were also loaded with hemosiderin, and therefore it was considered that these cells had lost their ability to phagocytize the microorganism adequately, leading to major liver involvement. Interestingly, hemosiderin deposits in the kidneys were mostly present in glomerular epithelial cells. To our knowledge, this unique presentation has not been previously described in humans.